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Launch NetBrain Workstation  
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1. Enter username and password  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜ 
and password, go to 
http://www.netbraintech.com
/instant-trial/  to create an 
account.  

Instruction: 
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Common Workflow  

1. Search  Enter a keyword such as hostname 
(bst_core), configuration keyword (EIGRP), 
SW version (12.0) or any string in the Search 
box and press the Enter key.  
Tip: check the Exact Match Only checkbox 
for exact matching. 

2. Map the search 
results  

Mouse over a search result.  Click on the 
Map link, select L3 Page or L2 Page and 
click on the map to create a dynamic Q-map.  

3.  Analyze from 
the map  

Click on the blank space, a device or a  path 
on the map and select the various 
operations from the map floating menu.  

Instruction: 

All-in-one Search Mapping Analyze From Map  

Search NetBrain workspace, database 
and Visio maps on your PC using: 

Å IP address or device hostname  
ÅText inside maps  
ÅConfiguration keywords  
ÅModel, serial number,  MAC, etc.  

 

From the search results,  
ÅCreate a dynamic Q-map  (L3 and L2) 

instantly 
ÅView the relevant Visio diagrams 

 

Directly from the map, 
ÅVisualize the network design 
ÅMonitor   
ÅAnalyze configurations and routing  
ÅCompare the historical data  



Map around a Device 

Objective: 
Å Map L3 connections  around a device   
 

Use Case: 
Å Troubleshoot a problematic router  
Å BGP neighbors are down  
    

1. Search the device  Enter the IP address (192.168.1.10) in the 
Search field and press the Enter key.  
Tip: check the Exact Match Only checkbox for 
exact matching. 

2. Map the search result Mouse over a device (router bst_netman) in 
the search result and click on the Map link. 
Click on the map or the View Larger Map link.  

3. View the neighbors Click on the red plus sign to open the neighbor 
window. 

4. Draw the neighbors  Double click on All Neighbors or one specific 
neighbor to draw the neighbor(s) on the map. 

5. Draw the neighbor(s) 
of the neighbor(s) 

Repeat steps 3 and 4 for more neighbors till all 
neighbor devices you are interested in are 
drawn on the map.  

Instruction: 



View and Annotate Design Details 
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Objective: 
Å Zoom in the map to view details  
Å Browse and annotate the design 
 

Use Case: 
Å Create a design map for routing, 
multicasting, etc  
 
 
 
    

1. Zoom in the map Scroll  the wheel of mouse 
forward. (Press F2 function 
key to customize the view 
options) 

2. View the 
configurations of a 
network object 

Mouse over a network 
object such as interface, 
routing protocol, ACL or 
multicasting mode. 
Note:  NetBrain may not be 
able to read configurations 
for some vendor/models 
such as CheckPoint FW.  

3. Annotate a network 
design  

Click on the Display on the 
Current Map icon in the tip 
window.  

Instruction: 



Create Visio Map Instantly  
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Objective: 
Å Export NetBrain Q-map to Visio format 
 

Use Case: 
Å Generate static Visio maps for inventory or 
compliance reasons    
 

Requirement: 
Å You need MS Visio installed on your PC for 
this feature to work 

1. Create a Visio map  Click on the Export to Visio icon 
from the map floating menu. 

Instruction: 

Note:  
There is a limitation on the trial license for this feature.  You can 
only export to a Visio map with 50 or fewer devices.  



Visualize L3 Design  
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Objective: 
Å Visualize the network design such as 
routing,  MPLS VRF, and multicasting  
Å Analyze the configurations of a network 
design    
 

Use Case: 
Å Determine if a network is QoS/VoIP ready 
 

 
 
    

1. Highlight routing 
protocols  

Select Highlight >> Routing 
Protocols in the map floating menu. 

2. Open Design Reader pane  From the menu under the Home tag 
click on Design Reader. 

3. View the configurations of 
two devices such as BGP 
neighbors  

Select two devices on the map  and 
their configurations will be displayed  
at the bottom. 

4. Select a design filter such 
ŀǎ ά!ƭƭ .Dt /ƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴέ  

Select a design filter in the lower left 
pane. 

Instruction: 



Map L2 Connection for an IP  

Objective: 
Å Find the switch port connected 
to an IP address and map out 
the connection  
 

Use Case: 
Å Block the traffic from a virus 
infected server 
    

1. Search an IP address  Enter the IP address 
(192.168.1.15) in the Search field 
and press the Enter key.  

2. Create an L2 map from 
the search results  

Mouse over a device in the search 
results pane and click the Map link. 
Click on L2 page.  Click the View 
Larger Map link.  

3. Draw other switch 
neighbors 

Click on the red plus sign of the 
switch to extend its neighbors. 

Instruction: 



Map L2 Connections of a Site  
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Objective: 
Å  Map the L2 connections for a  
physical site (switch group) 
 

Use Case: 
Å  Document a data center  
 

1. View switch groups  Click on the L2 Topology pane. 
The switch groups will be 
displayed at the top.  A switch 
group represents a physical site.  

2. Map a switch group  Right click on the switch group 
2950-1 and select the Map 
option. 

3. Extend other switch 
neighbors  

Click on the red plus sign of the 
switch labIosSwitch1 to extend 
other types of neighbors such 
as End System.   

Instruction: 



Visualize L2 Design  
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Objective: 
Å Highlight the VLAN , the STP 
blocked ports, or voice VLAN 
Å View L2 port configuration  
 

Use Case: 
ÅAnalyze L2 design of a data center 
 

1. Highlight LAN segment  On an L2 map (you created 
in last step) click on the  
Highlight >> Highlight LAN  
Segment option from the 
map floating menu  

2. View the port 
configuration 

Mouse over a port and its 
configuration will be 
displayed in the tip window  

3. Annotate  the 
configuration on the map 

Click on the Display on the 
Current Map icon in the tip 
window.  

Instruction: 



Find Relevant Maps Instantly 

Objective: 
Å Manage thousands of maps in the map center easily 
Å Search Visio or dynamic maps by keywords instantly 
 

Use Case: 
Å Quickly pull out Visio maps when you need them 
    

1. Search maps using any text on 
the map, device name or IP 
address 

Enter a text string, hostname or IP 
address in the Search field (e.g. 
bst_core).  Click the Search button. 

2. View relevant Visio maps Mouse over the bst_core device in the 
search result and click on the Map link.  
Click the Visio link from the preview 
map to open the relevant Visio maps.   

Instruction: 

Note:  
Å When NetBrain Workstation starts up, it will automatically scan and index 
your local disk for Visio diagrams and Q-maps. You can mount any shared 
directory for Visio maps to your local disk so that NetBrain can search them. 
Å You can zoom in on a Q-map to 300% or click the Search button from the 
map floating menu to find Visio maps relevant to this Q-map.  
 



Define and Map a Dynamic Device Group 
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Objective: 
Å Define device groups dynamically so that their 
devices and maps can be automatically updated  
 

Use Case: 
Å Share and auto update the maps for network sites  
 
Note:   
The system automatically defines and creates some 
commonly used dynamic device groups for you    

1. Create a new device group In the Workspace pane, right click on the Local 
node under Device Group and select the New 
Device Group option.  

2. Select devices dynamically  Enter a unique name. Click on the Dynamic 
button in the Device Group Properties window.  

3. Define the search criteria  Define a search criteria.  Example:  to search all 
multicasting routers, select Config File from the 
pull down menu of AΣ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ άContainsέ 
ƻǇǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘŜǊ άip multicast-routingέΦ  

4. Search the devices  Click on the Search button.  Click OK in the 
Dynamic Device Group window and then click OK 
in the Device Group Properties window. 

5. Map the device group Right click on the device group you just created in 
the Workspace pane and select the Topology 
Map option. 

6. Highlight Multicasting Select the Highlight >> Multicasting Mode option 
from the map floating menu.  

Instruction: 



Identify Changes of Configurations  
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Objective: 
Å View the current and historical configurations 
Å Compare the current and historical configurations  
 

Use Case: 
Å Identify configuration changes before and after 
implementing a network design  
Å Identify recent configuration changes during 
troubleshooting    

1. View the configurations  Search a device by its hostname (e.g., 
BST-NETMAN).  In the search results 
pane, mouse over the device and click 
the Config file link.  

2. Select a source such as the current 
baseline or a historical benchmarked 
data 

By default the configurations used to 
draw the map (usually the current 
baseline) will be displayed.  

3. Search the configurations Click on the Search icon in the Device 
Configuration window.  Example: enter 
άǊƻǳǘŜǊ eigrpέ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ 9LDwt ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

4. Compare two configurations Click on the Compare button and select 
two sources (e.g., ::Current Baseline 
and ::Last Week.  

5. View the configuration difference   Click on the Next arrow in the popup 
NetBrainDiff window to view the next 
configuration difference.  

Instruction: 



Route Table Toolkit 
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Objective: 
Å View the route table and find the route 
to a destination quickly.  
Å Find out how a route is propagated 
 

Use Case: 
Å Discover a flapping route  
Å Trace route of a destination IP 
 
    

1. View the route table  Select a device (bst_core) on the map  and 
click on Route Table >> Route Table from the 
context menu. 

2. Sort the route entries  Click on a parameter to sort route entries by 
this parameter.  Example: sort the routes by 
Age in ascending order to find flapping routes.  

3. Find the route for a destination  Enter the destination IP address or subnet 
(3.3.3.0) in the Filter field of the Route Table 
pane, then press the Enter key.  

4. Map the route in the map  Create a new map and drag-and-drop a route 
entry to the Q-map. 

5. Find out how a route is 
propagated 

Click the Go To Next-hop button to discover 
how this subnet is routed to the next hop 
device. Continue this process till the 
destination is reached.  

Instruction: 
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Map an Application Path 

Objective: 
Å Discover and map the application path 
(L3 and L2) between two end points  
 

Use Case: 
Å Troubleshoot a slow application  
Å Document critical applications  
    

1. Enter the source and 
destination IP addresses  

At the ribbon menu under the Home tab, 
enter IP addresses in Field A (10.2.2.10) and 
B (10.3.3.10). 

2. Select the  path direction Click the arrow icon to select the path 
direction (default is roundtrip).  

3. Select the discovery 
option 

Click on the traffic path expand icon. Select 
an option: Via Live Network (live path) or 
Via Cached Route Table in Data Folder 
(historical path).   

4. Discover and map the path  Click on the Find Path button.  

5. View how the path was 
discovered 

Click on the path and view how the path 
was discovered. 

Instruction: 


